


















Black Chicago’s First Century 

Chapter 5             Fair and War,1893-1900 

 
No one who has not seen it, can form any idea of the immensity and grandeur of the exposition; 
nor can I give any adequate description of it.  It has been very fitly called The White City,’ and 
one standing under the Peristyle and looking down the Court of Honor . . . might easily imagine 
himself in a fairy city. 

James Weldon Johnson, 1893 

If we fail [in military operations in Cuba] the whole race will have to shoulder the burden. 
 
Colonel John R. Marshall, Eighth Illinois National Guard, United States Volunteers, 1898 
 
The relationship of the Negro community to this event [the world’s fair] throws some light on 
Negro-white relations and the strength of Negro institutions during the nineties. 

St. Clair Drake, 1940 
 

A major reconfiguration of the African American community was readily observable 

between the opening of the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 and the immediate aftermath 

of the Spanish American War, a period during which Chicago laid claim to being the nation’s 

“Second City.” This transformation kept pace as best it could with the city’s growth and 

development and a discernible class structure was becoming recognizable, but now it rested on 

the accumulation of wealth rather than cultural attainment and status. At the same time black 

Chicago’s institutional base expanded with far more diversification and covered more varied 

interests than ever before. Interracial relations in the main still rested on amiability and 

demonstrated that fluidity existed in a city committed to individualized competition and civil 

order throughout the greater community. 

While the world’s fair of 1893 represented Chicago’s affirmation of its Phoenix-like 

ability to rise from physical disaster to world class municipal status, one based on its 

technological progress in architecture, transportation, merchandising, and major areas of 

industrial production, African Americans claimed and won a meaningful role as workers, 

patrons, lecturers, performers, artists and visitors despite a widespread historical misperception 

indicating their exclusion. Persons of the African Diaspora who arrived in Chicago as visitors 

included Nubians and New Yorkers, Zulu from South Africa and energetic and curious “New 



Negroes” from elsewhere in the Midwest, the Eastern seaboard and the American South. As 

white America looked forward, Frederick Douglass’s black America could never forget slavery, 

so it also looked backward to a period of national shame hoping that white America would 

respond with contrition. To many blacks the fair held the symbolic importance of being an 

important ritual of possible white racial redemption and black acceptance into the nation’s body 

politic and social fabric. 

Five years later, war afforded Chicago and the nation an opportunity to demonstrate their 

readiness for global involvement in trade, diplomacy and empire. Conflict with an effete Spanish 

Empire moreover afforded African American males their first opportunity since the Civil War to 

demonstrate their manhood on the field of battle. While not all African Americans agreed with 

the nation’s latest imperial foray, this conflict allowed blacks the chance to reestablish the black 

martial tradition and confirm a powerful claim to citizenship rights. Once again, African 

Americans demanded the right to get involved as full-fledged citizens, this time as front-line 

combatants at the beginning of the conflict. 

The foundation for another century’s realization of a dream of inclusion neared as the fair 

triggered an increase in migration of the talented and confident. Community corridors of 

opportunity and success emerged, from the South Side along State and Dearborn streets to the 

West Side along Lake street and into pockets of settlement in between. Within these enclaves, 

cultural and ideological transformation accompanied social reconfiguration and marked the 

character of this generation of “New Negroes” – able, optimistic, unrelenting and successful. 

I. 

Demography: The Arrival of The Masses and The Talented Tenth  

The migration of the masses as well as the Talented Tenth to Chicago continued, spurred 

in part by economic opportunity and by the stories of the fabled “White City,” the sobriquet for 

the world’s fair of 1893 (which was officially designated as the World’s Columbian Exposition). 

St. Clair Drake found "the great influx of Negroes coming to the World's Columbian Exposition 

served to introduce the Negro community of Chicago to Negroes in other areas, resulted in some 

persons staying in the city, and increased the interest in church and associational life. The trends 

originating during this period found their full expression in the [new century] which followed." 

Monroe Nathan Work fixed the size of the black population in 1896 at 22,742 out of the 

city’s total of 1,626, 635 persons based on a recent school census. Fellow researcher Richard R. 



Wright, Jr. reported that the population of 1900 experienced an increase of 2000 persons in two 

months because of violence in New Orleans that induced their flight. As to the relevance of the 

young within this population, African American children constituted only a small proportion of 

this mass of laboring class persons. When Work examined the 1900 census and focused on the 

emerging Black Belt’s Third Ward, he found very few children and an average family size of 

two to four persons in approximately 60 percent of the households. Two-headed families 

continued to dominate the community landscape. Single-parent families were present, but they 

constituted a small minority of all black families and tended to be incorporated within extended 

family networks and headed by middle-aged women who usually were widowed, separated, or 

divorced. 

As dynamic as the migrants of past times had been, additional adult newcomers brought 

with them an even higher level of human dynamism to the benefit of black Chicago and the city 

in general. Most notable were civic activist Ida B. Wells, along with the activist, learned clergy, 

Reverends Reverdy Ransom and Archibald Carey of the A.M.E. Church. Wells made Chicago 

her permanent home in 1895, then Ransom arrived in 1896 and Carey shortly thereafter the next 

year. Not to be overlooked were Robert Sengstacke Abbott, Julius F. Taylor and Jesse Binga.  

Abbott visited the city during the fair, sang on the fairgrounds in 1893 as part of the Hampton 

Quarter and fell in love with Chicago. He returned for a permanent residence in 1897. Two years 

later, Taylor, an acerbic newspaper publisher from Salt Lake City, returned eastward over the 

Rockies and settled permanently in the city. In the process, he brought with him political 

ambition and the tool for its realization, his newspaper, the Broad Ax. Binga came to Chicago 

with ideas and a hunger for wealth. Never a person to relent in his personal quest to achieve a 

goal, he soon would own extensive plots of real estate and implement a plan to own his own 

bank. 

The city, no doubt, gained reciprocally from the short presence of a young Mary McLeod 

Bethune in 1894. Her early interest and commitment to humanity led her through the doors and 

into the classrooms of the Moody Bible Institute where she studied various aspects of home and 

foreign missionary work. Another Southerner of rising prominence, Booker T. Washington, 

attended the world’s fair and returned frequently late during the decade as a visitor just as the 

peripatetic Frederick Douglass had done until his death in 1895. 

 



II 

Topography: An Expanding City Landscape 

The physical and human landscape of black Chicago continued to undergo dramatic 

changes during the decade that significantly molded its social and economic configuration for 

generations to come. Fortunately, this transformation and framing were documented 

contemporaneously by an African American researcher, Monroe Nathan Work, who inaugurated 

a social science approach that included examining the city’s black population with microscopic 

precision. Operating from the campus of the fledgling University of Chicago during the early 

1900s, Work, in his role as participant-observer conducted street level surveys that had him 

examining each of the three major sides of town – North, West and South – rather than just 

focusing on the most densely populated section south of Twenty-second Street that was to 

become the famed “Black Belt.” 

The pattern of settlement assumed a complexity of its own and the ghetto of historical 

and sociological construction did not exist at this point in Chicago’s history.  The work of Allan 

H. Spear is especially useful at this point because he pioneered in separating legendary housing 

patterns from documented, census-based patterns. The primary thesis tested in his Black 

Chicago: The Making of a Negro Ghetto, 1890-1920 concerned itself with linkage between when 

an African American population became concentrated enough to establish its presence and 

possible control over housing and designated public space within the city and what that 

demographic hegemony meant to the quality of life of the population involved. The historical 

pivot in his study and others like it in Harlem, Detroit, Cleveland, Milwaukee and Buffalo 

became the “Great Migration” of 1915-1918 which attracted 50,000 new workers to Chicago 

amid the 500,000 it drew to the entirety of the North.i Although a major issue for examination, it 

is beyond the purview of what is to be covered in volume one of this study. 

The distribution of the African American population over the city’s landscape in post-

annexation Chicago (after 1889) found many African Americans living in high concentration in 

the midst of their own group, such as along the Dearborn Street Corridor. Others were isolated 

from this heavy concentration in predominantly white communities such as those found on the 

West Side and North Side. Then there were African Americans residing in small clusters of what 

were statistically–but not in actuality–socially, racially-mixed areas such as Englewood, Hyde 

Park and the far South Side’s Morgan Park neighborhood. Home owning rose dramatically in 



these areas as manifestations of claims to higher social status and economic protection of 

property investment. 

On the West and North Sides of the city, the smaller enclaves produced a distinct 

experience for African Americans. There was social isolation at times if the community were 

predominantly white along with their limited social acceptance. If the neighborhood or cluster 

were predominantly black, there was social camaraderie with blacks and some social acceptance 

from and mingling with whites. Importantly, there was a semblance of racial peace.  The 

dispersion of the African American population throughout the city represented the natural 

demographic contours expected in an area when restrictive housing agreements were nonexistent 

and exclusionary racial policies lacked the strength of custom.  

On the West Side, with an image usually conjured up with its vast working class in mind, 

there resided families representative of various other segments of the African American 

population. The Johnson-Hudson and Cherry families belonged to the growing cluster of 

entrepreneurs and businessmen. Jesse Johnson left his native Tennessee where he had been born 

after slavery and journeyed to Chicago in 1900 with his family. He distinguished himself as a 

master carpenter, quickly putting his skills to work he built nine houses over several years. James 

Hudson was a Tennessean who was born in 1889 and arrived in Chicago as a child in 1892. Once 

he reached adulthood, Hudson would marry the Johnson’s daughter, Willie Dee, and make 

Providence Baptist their church home.  

Another entrepreneurial family was that of patrician father Wiley Cherry, who arrived in 

Chicago from Colrain, North Carolina in 1893. His wife Margaret, and daughters, Mattie and 

Lovie, soon followed. While it is unknown whether their coming to the city of broad shoulders 

was linked directly to the advent of the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 which clearly 

symbolized Chicago’s call to opportunity to the adventurous and enterprising, the entrepreneurial 

spirit of the age inspired Mr. Cherry in a city that catered to the independent-minded individual.  

Corroborating business chronicler Isaac Harris’s description of the acquisitive mood of many 

African Americans Wiley Cherry soon started a grocery, which within a short span of time had 

given way to a masonry and plastering business on Lake Street where through the years, the 

Cherrys prospered financially. Earlier, after the birth of Wiley and Margaret Cherry’s first son, 

Jim, in 1895, the family rented or owned a frame home at 442 South Western Avenue. Living on 

Western Avenue, the city’s westernmost boundary until 1869, placed the Cherrys on the city’s 



West Side, which was home to 200,000 people of mixed ethnic and racial backgrounds in 1890. 

Most were newly arrived immigrants from southern and central Europe who were joining 

Germans and the Irish from previous decades, who in turn, were pressing on the heels of 

wealthier native white Americans. Racial pride and a sense of racial solidarity being what they 

were, the Cherry family sought cultural affinity among fellow African Americans. The Cherrys 

quickly affiliated with the expanding African American community found along a mixed 

residential and commercial corridor on either side of Lake Street. This family also established 

membership at the Providence Baptist Church. 

Among the professionals, the history of the Lewis family gives some insight into typical 

family life among this stratum. Before Dr. John W. Lewis, Sr.’s entering the medical profession 

during the second decade of the twentieth century, he had opened a pharmacy along the Lake 

Street Corridor. This occurred after he arrived in Chicago in the late 1890s from Oskaloosa, Iowa 

where he had worked as a pharmacist’s assistant. Then he pursued medical training at Rush 

Medical School. Dr. Lewis’ wife arrived in Chicago from Virginia in the 1900s. Their son, John, 

Jr. followed in his father’s footsteps into medicine later in the century. The West Side had its 

members of the city’s black elite with the Frenches and the Hancocks retaining the status they 

had established in the previous decade. 

Life for young Lovelynn Miller Evans unfolded on the far North Side of the city. Born on 

March 9, 1893 in Chicago’s Lakeview community, she grew up in a bi-racial household in a 

racially-mixed neighborhood where she recalled fondly how she enjoyed her childhood. As a 

child in the era before the dominance of combustible engines, she enjoyed riding her pony-drawn 

cart along the lake front with an air of complete freedom. Her African American father had 

arrived from Louisiana in 1888 and shortly after his daughter’s birth, Joseph Miller and his 

German American wife, Elizabeth, were on the verge of seeing the fruits of their labor blossom 

as his moving and storage business seemed well on the way to success. Lovelynn Miller Evans 

attended the Horace Greeley Elementary School where one of her classmates was future 

journalist Westbrook Pegler. She concluded her education with graduation from Lakeview High 

School. 

An older Charles Liggett reached Chicago before the dawn of the new century and 

headed far north near the lake front where he quickly found housing among whites. The son of 

slaves who spent his childhood in Mobile, Alabama also among whites, once in Chicago he 



replaced segregation with social acceptance and remained a North Sider late into his retirement 

years. His neighborhood was sparsely settled and reached by horse-drawn cars, offering serenity 

and peace, and finally, a boon to physical mobility in cable cars. The few African Americans 

who lived in the area shopped where they lived, but when they sought a traditional African 

American religious experience, they found themselves heading to the South Side. 

Native-born Chicagoan Gertrude Davis was another North Sider and the fifth of twelve 

children born to a former slave father of unmixed racial ancestry and a free mother with a triple 

heritage of Native American, West African and Irish bloodlines. At the time of her birth on 

November 12, 1873 the family lived along the “Plank Road” (now known as Milwaukee 

Avenue). They were among the first settlers in the area, their arrival pre-dating most whites. As 

she recalled during her mature years, when my father “settled over on the northwest side of 

Chicago there were no white families at all, only a few Colored families, but by the time I was 

able to remember white people began to come into this section of Chicago. All of the Negro 

families were well established. The white immigrants would ask for shelter, food and work and 

my father, like other settlers, would house the white men in his barn and hire them out as farm 

hands for their board and keep. This section of the city at that time was known as Avondale It 

was not until I married that I came to know the South Side of Chicago. 

For a younger Martha Dawson, life began in 1899 in the North Side house her father built 

in the sparsely settled north west section of the newly annexed Jefferson Park Township. Her 

parents were early settlers in the area during the post-Civil War period and enjoyed the company 

of their white neighbors. Her life continued to revolve around this area ever when she reached 

her mature years as she accommodated herself to life apart from the cultural and social orbit of 

African Americans. 

With almost 20,000 persons concentrated along racial lines, the famed “Black Belt” was 

assuming its legendary form. It was here that the population increase among African Americans 

assumed its most impressive dimensions within this Dearborn Street Corridor, which 

encompassed a small number of businesses along State Street and many family-owned homes 

along Dearborn, Armour, Clark and Butterfield Streets. Life patterns along the Dearborn Street 

Corridor produced their own rhythm for the bulk of the city’s “respectables” as well as for most 

of the refined element. The area represented an expanding African American racial enclave 

which seemed to be in thick of everything of importance in the city. It was situated in close 



proximity to the downtown section, the famed Millionaire’s Row on the South Side’s Grand 

Boulevard where the homes of the wealthier Chicagoans lay directly to the east, the notorious 

vice strict known as the “Levee” which overlapped its northern boundary, and even the 

fairgrounds of the World’s Columbian Exposition when it opened on May 1, 1893. 

Transportation abounded with major thoroughfares traversing through as well as running nearby, 

with north-south streetcars available on State Street and Wentworth Avenue. Accessible by 

streetcar and elevated trains, carriage traffic, or by foot, this community sat about two miles 

south of the heart of the central business district and five miles north of Jackson Park where the 

world’s fair was taking place. 

The Corridor anchored an expanding African American community extending from 

Twenty-Second Street roughly southward to Thirty-ninth, and from Wentworth Avenue on the 

west to State Street (and later Wabash Avenue) on the east. Importantly, it was home to about 

one fourth of the city’s 20,000 African Americans, the bulk of its biggest and most influential 

churches and black-operated Provident Hospital. Its impressive growth meant that building a 

successful commercial strip along State Street, one block east of Dearborn Street, entered the 

realm of the probable as African Americans expanded their economic options. While 

professionals such as Dr. Charles C. Bentley practiced in downtown offices by the 1890s, his 

close friend and confidant, Dr. Daniel Hale Williams maintained offices on Thirty-First Street as 

did so many others. Williams’ offices were located at the edge of the Corridor in neutral racial 

space. There, he shared space in a magnificent building that housed white and black 

professionals on the northwest corner of Michigan Boulevard and Thirty-First Street. The better 

residences, as well as the poorer homes, were located along its streets. A substantial portion of 

home ownership was also found here, so this area qualified as the locus of social influence, 

cultural expression and economic stability for the Black Belt. Yet many African Americans 

sought to invest permanently in housing found outside its perimeters. While this diverse section 

witnessed the construction of some new edifices, overall, they paled in comparison with more 

substantial white and black housing immediately to the south and east. Basically, the housing 

construction of approximately 3700 structures within the Corridor had reached a point of 

completion and saturation by 1895. Heavily brick but with some wood framed, one- and two-

story structures dominated. Many homes were substantial but there were no mansions.  



Contemporary descriptions told the story in all its complexity. When newspapers such as 

the Broad Ax, Appeal and Indianapolis Freeman reported on the activities of “society,” the 

addresses cited were more often than not Dearborn and Armour Avenue sites. Attorney and Mrs. 

Edward H. Morris resided at 2712 Dearborn, indicating that it was more than a case of where 

you lived to attain status, rather it was the manner in which you lived. In the case of the 

Morrises, they lived well as manifested in their summer itinerary of 1899 which had them 

returning home from a grand Eastern tour of Boston, Newport, New York and Philadelphia.ii 

Along with Attorney Morris’ rarefied status among black lawyers, Mrs. Morris’ socialite mother, 

Mrs. Montgomery, added prestige to the family and their presence in the community. The elder 

socialite was remembered as “a stately woman of pale [smooth] complexion who wore a gray 

coiffure that had a close resemblance to that of Mrs. Potter Palmer.” 

Dr. A. Maurice Curtis and his wife called 3543 Dearborn Avenue home which was 

located seven blocks from his office at 2942 Armour Avenue. In the same locale, but at the other 

end of the time spectrum and in a newer generation, newborn Annetta, the child of Charles and 

Mildred Taylor, entered the world on March 1,1899. She would call this area home until almost 

the end of her 101 years as a resident of Chicago. 

The Rev. Reverdy Ransom, a Social Gospel community activist, saw the area through a 

different set of spectacles. He understood its varied rhythms and would write that African 

Americans were “housed for the most part in flimsy, frame houses on Dearborn Street, Armour 

Avenue, and adjoining streets extending to the Chicago River. The condition of the streets was 

appalling. Not surprisingly, Rev. Richard R. Wright, Jr. remarked in a similar vein that “only a 

few of these streets are paved, 33rd street being the only one with asphalt and cedar block 

paving.” 

Yet, misery and deprivation in the midst of splendor and elegance was nothing new in 

urban living. Many of the veterans of the Civil War, along with their families, friends and 

acquaintances who resided in the area inhabited some of the least desirable housing units. By 

virtue of their occupation and income, they struggled in their daily living as part of the lower end 

of black Chicago’s respectable element. Among the ranks of the veterans, residential mobility 

reached alarming rates with some individuals or families moving every year as they struggled to 

make ends meet. 

Many joined the ranks of the lodgers, the non-family related renters who moved into a 



household until they could get established, acclimated to big city living and afford independent 

rental or self-purchased housing. The feature of the lodger was not an unusual factor, and not one 

necessarily negative, in housing and family life in Chicago among the laboring class. Single 

persons who came to the North and settled on the West Side were absorbed into the households 

in which they lived, becoming honorary members of those families. Dr. Daniel Hale Williams 

arrived in Chicago and immediately joined the household of Mrs. Mary Richardson Jones until 

he became solidly established. Unattached persons, and sometimes childless, recently married 

couples, lived with families both because of a shortage in housing and the institutional protection 

this arrangement provided. Not only was the rent or mortgage payment shared but also the 

valuable social life of the family, something European immigrant groups also enjoyed. There can 

be no doubt that the bane of the urban family was bad housing. By the same token, with 

opportunities for African American to secure decent housing for rental purposes or purchase 

were limited, so securing the scarce funds needed to survive loomed as paramount also. The 

city’s worst housing and acknowledged slum, “Packingtown,” was located significantly to the 

west of the Dearborn Corridor and inhabited by European immigrant. 

As a locus of creativity, the Dearborn Corridor was becoming the geographical and 

cultural core of the Chicago African American community. So, it should not have been 

surprising to find that the excitement and bonding of 1893 found in activities on the fairgrounds 

and stimulating discussions in the meetings held inside the world’s fair boundaries and at the Art 

Palace neither ended at the fairgrounds’ perimeter nor did the activities held at the downtown Art 

Institute. They resumed or were replicated in parallel activities taking place continuously in 

Chicago’s African American churches throughout the duration of the fair, of which more will be 

said later. 

The residential landscape south of the Dearborn Corridor revealed that a number of the 

more prominent and socially rising African American families made their homes in racially-

mixed areas of the South Side. These were in near proximity to heavily black settlements such as 

those found usually south of Fifty-First Street and parallel to State Street. The Gibbs family and 

recent Howard University graduate, Grace, lived at 5023 Armour. Club woman Mrs. L. A. 

Davis, who was vacationing in summer, 1899 at Mackinac Island, lived at 5017 Armour Avenue. 

She planned to return to the city in time for the annual convention of the National Association of 

Colored Women where she would deliver the welcoming opening address. 



Far southward of the Dearborn Corridor lay the diverse, predominantly white 

neighborhoods where numerous other African American families lived. When Richard R. 

Wright, Jr., University of Chicago student and son of the president of Georgia State Industrial 

School, reached the city, he resided with Rev. D. W. Jones who lived at 5520 Ingleside Avenue 

in the Hyde Park community. A mile southward, Professor William and Mrs. Fannie Emanuel 

made their home at 6352 Rhodes Avenue in the Washington Park subdivision of the Woodlawn 

community. The story was similar in other residential pockets in Englewood, Lilydale, Morgan 

Park, and the steel-producing Southeast Side. 

A world apart from these experiences were those of the socially-dispossessed African 

Americans who lived immediately north and northwest of the Dearborn Corridor. Monroe N. 

Work identified twin cores of slum life where the bulk of them established their homes. One 

extended between Lake Michigan on the east, the Chicago River and Clark Street on the west, 

Twenty-Second Street at the south end, and Van Buren on the west, laying within the boundaries 

of the infamous Levee district which housed the city’s vice amid slums. It was the area and the 

population that Rev. William T. Stead examined for his work on degenerate behavior, If Christ 

Came to Chicago. It also housed “darkest Africa,” derisively named and recognized by whites 

and by African Americans living to the south of the area. 

Across the river rose the western version of these slums. Its boundaries were Grand 

Avenue on the north, Madison on the south, Jefferson Street on the east, and with Ann (Racine) 

Street as its west extremity. While the Levee was home to 4,900 African Americans; 800 lived in 

the western division. Unfortunately, the former was home to too many Civil War veterans and 

their families. The first in war had become the last served by the benefits of society in peacetime.  

One federal pension examiner wrote of the conditions under which one veteran lived in this area, 

making this observation: “He lives in a dive which is almost worth a man’s life if I go into it.  So 

I didn’t.” Their presence in these economically depressed areas indicated, moreover, that all of 

the residents of these enclaves possessed different lifestyles so no wholesale classification for 

them as criminals is reasonable. In addition to their economic needs being denied, there were no 

major churches located in these areas to serve the spiritual needs of these Chicagoans, only 

missions and store front religious activities. Nationally, these slum dwellers represented the 

largest concentration of any the larger cities, including New York, Philadelphia or Baltimore. 

 



                                                 
 

 



The “Pamphlet” – Why the Colored American Is Not in the World’s Columbian Exposition 

  

 A major point of contention arose over the issue of whether a pamphlet on grievances 

should be written and distributed at all, or should grievances and constant dignities be ignored and 

activities proceed forward despite injustices encountered?  The famed pamphlet written by 

Frederick Douglass, Ida B. Wells, I. Garland Penn and Ferdinand L. Barnett, The Reason Why the 

Colored American Is Not in The World’s Columbian Exposition framed the argument over the 

years. The argument in the pamphlet fit into a belief system that racism was stronger in the past 

than in the 1940s, or the 1960s, or the late 20th century. Historian Rayford W. Logan’s The Negro 

in The Nadir of American Life (1945) sealed the legitimacy of the debate by exploring the entirety 

of the Columbian period as an era of racist domination. 

 Contemporary opposition was quick in coming with the Indianapolis Freeman of May 6, 

1893, publishing a rebuke under the title, “Condemns The Pamphlet Idea: Too Much Upon The 

Order of a Whine.” It read:   

After watching with unusual interest the discussion which has been carried 
on through the columns of The Freeman for some weeks past, regarding the 
proposition known as the “Pamphlet Idea,” I have ventured a few remarks 
on the subject.  I am free to confess I cannot discern just what benefit could 
be derived from such a display of the wrongs which have been inflicted 
upon the race.  The world likes heroism, and it appears to me that the 
proposed masses of noted visitors expected at the World’s Fair, if, 
however, it is unknown, then all of our efforts to publish the same in the 
last twenty years, by newspapers, magazines, and lectures, have been worse 
than useless.  But I do not think they have been useless and the result is that 
the American Negroes is [sic] an object of commiseration the world over.  
Apropos of the “pamphlet Idea,” would it not be to greater purpose, to call 
the attention of the race to the importance of making exhibits and 
encouraging them to put forth their last efforts to make a more lasting 
impression upon the minds of the sightseers at the World’s Fair, by 
showing that while they are denied the right of suffrage, that while they 
may be crushed down and oppressed, that they still have the spirit, and the 
manhood to apply themselves diligently and successfully to the various arts 



and sciences?  They should show that there [sic] are as capable of 
understanding, adjusting and operating various mechanical devices as their 
more favored brethren and their oppressors.  This I believe would be the 
most correct manner in which the race could go upon record in their 
connection with the World’s Fair, not as mendicants suing for a cold 
worlds [sic] sympathy but as exhibitors a part and parcel of this great 
Commonwealth though they may not be recognized as such here.  

 
Thos. H. Stuart 



Pine Bluff, Ark.i  
   
 With opposition to the distribution of a pamphlet, Ida B. Wells replied in the Cleveland 
Gazette of July 22, 1893. The dignities were too frequent and flagrant. Wells replied:   
 

EDITOR GAZETTE: -- So many write to ask me to send them an 
explanation of what the world’s fair pamphlet is intended to for, that I beg 
space to say in a few words what we are trying to do. 

 
There is no appropriation for stamps, secretary, etc., hence it comes very 
hard to answer every personal letter I get on the subject. 

 
It was thought that as the intelligence, skill and every civilized people on 
the globe was to be represented at the fair, and that many would come 
expecting to see something of the Afro-American; that as he had been so 
studiously kept out of the representation in any official capacity and given 
menial places, it was only the race’s duty to tell why this is so.  Especially 
does this seem necessary when the foreigner, knowing nothing about the 
kind of prejudice prevailing in this country, will be told all manner of 
things to the Afro-American’s discredit as a race by the white American.  
The pamphlet is intended as a calm, dignified statement of the Afro-
American’s side of the story, from the beginning to the present day; a 
recital of the obstacles which have hampered him; a sketch of what he has 
done in the twenty-five years with all his prosecution; and a statement of 
the fruitless efforts he made for representation at the world’s fair.ii 

      
 
 
                                                 
i Indianapolis Freeman, May 6, 1893, page 7. 
ii “Miss Ida B. Wells Informs Our Readers as to Condition of the World’s Fair                                                
Pamphlet Movement,” Cleveland Gazette, July 22, 1893, 1. 
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